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Holiness and Bigotry

Talking Points
Generally, the Holiness churches which have formed the identity of APU were all founded in a milieu of social upheaval.  Much of that energy was fueled by issues surrounding bigotry based upon race and social standing.  The resulting influence of Holiness denominations over the past 150 years has always carried with it a preferential option for the poor of all races, and an emphasis on equality and justice for all races and for both genders. 
The issues of racism and poverty, though different, proceed from the common sin of bigoted narrowness against which the Scriptures teach and which are without question opposed to the character of the generous and Kingdom spirit of Christians on the way of Holiness.
Following are selected and limited statements from early leaders in the Holiness tradition and from resolutions by churches which have shaped the identity of APU.

John Wesley – on Bigotry

“The thing which I was greatly afraid of all this time, and which I resolved to use every possible method of preventing, was a narrowness of spirit…, a being strained in our bowels; that miserable bigotry which makes many so unready to believe that there is any work of God but among themselves.”  
“Think not the bigotry of another is any excuse for your own.”

B.T. Roberts:  Free Methodist
“Entire sanctification is the full cleansing of man’s nature and his complete surrender of every power and passion to the Spirit’s control, so that all his motives are a prompting of perfect love toward God and all men.”

“I know not whether there may be a church without a bishop, but I do know there is no church without a gospel to the poor.”  

James Earl Massey:  Church of God, Anderson

“We committed to equality from the start.  It was left out of social practice for a time but not theology.  The mid 20th Century saw a decided effort to return to integration of preachers in the pulpit and abandoning segregation at all levels.”

“The doctrine on Holiness and unity demanded action on integration.  When the heart is cleansed of inbred sin, it demands love to all.”

Free Methodist General Conference Resolutions:

1866 “To civilized and savage, bond and free, black and white, the ignorant and the learned, is freely offered the great salvation.”

1955 “WHEREAS, one of the disruptive forces which hinders revival and the working of the Holy Spirit is prejudice and discrimination in human relations, and…

WHEREAS, the Free Methodist Church has declared that the “glad tidings must be proclaimed to every individual of the human race…
BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Conference…recognize the May 17 Supreme Court decision as being in harmony with the…the Christian principle of perfect love, and…that Free Methodists lend their support to other religious bodies and suitable secular organizations in an effort to combat racial discrimination.”
   Free Methodists are committed to the worth of all human beings regardless of gender, race, color, or any other distinctions and will respect them as persons made in the image of God and redeemed by Christ’s death and resurrection.  From its inception, the Free Methodist Church was concerned about pressing social issues including discrimination against the poor through rented pews in houses of worship and especially the discrimination against persons based upon race as evidenced by the contemporary issue of slavery.  Hence the word “Free” was added to the denominational name to underscore a new emphasis on freedom – both spiritual and social – while preserving the Methodist nature of polity and doctrine.  Early Free Methodists dismissed their conference meetings in order to vote en masse in opposition to racially prejudicial social issues and declared early in their constitution that seats would be “forever free” in order to eliminate offensive discrimination.
Wesleyan Church General Conference Position:
The American Wesleyan Church came into being in 1843 in part to take a stand on the issue of slavery. Following John Wesley and early Methodist leaders, Orange Scott and Luther Lee, opposed human slavery in the founding of our church.  Their purpose was both to spread "scriptural holiness over these lands" and to secure justice for their fellow human beings.  The Wesleyan Church upholds the right of all individuals to equal opportunity politically, economically, and religiously, and pledges itself to an active effort to bring about the possession of dignity and happiness by all people everywhere.  We vigorously opposed the denial of basic human and civil rights to any individual due to their race, gender, or national origin.  While our denomination was born in an antislavery movement, we ourselves have sometimes ignored our own heritage and been guilty of both personal and collective racism and prejudice.  For this sin, we have collectively repented and asked for God’s forgiveness, and we intend to strive for complete racial reconciliation.  The Christian concept of equality before the cross upon which Christ died removes grounds for discrimination of one over another. Christians must set the example to others by their acceptance and love of each individual as a human being.
Church of God, Anderson General Assembly Resolution:

   Be it Resolved that the Church of God Reformation Movement re-affirm its commitment to demonstrating visibly the racial and ethic unity we proclaim; and Be it Resolved that we admit that racial reconciliation is needed among us; and Be it Resolved that we call upon the church to confess the sins of racism and racial prejudice and to take responsibility for seeking and receiving forgiveness and finding healing; and Be it Resolved that we urge individuals and congregations to create new ways of relating across racial and ethic lines by becoming ambassadors of reconciliation.

Quakers on Racial inequality:
   Early Friends did not oppose slavery as an institution but held to the New Testament standard of love and fair treatment toward slaves. Later, they were among the first to adopt a position that rejected the institution of slavery entirely, and made owning slaves an offense that could remove someone from membership.  Most anti-slavery and anti-racist work that Quakers look back on with pride has been carried out by a few courageous individual Friends following their own clear and strong leadings.  Quakers did go on to end enslavement by members of their religious society in the 1780s—the first denomination to do so. After the Revolutionary War they began to petition the new Congress frequently—and unsuccessfully—to end the slave trade. And some Quakers joined those who were now working for the end of enslavement in their new country. 

Brethren in Christ:
It would be disingenuous to say that the Brethren in Christ have been at the forefront of movements standing opposed to racism and slavery throughout our Nation’s history. 

The fact is that the BIC had little to do with the issue of racism prior to the civil rights struggles of the 1960’s.  However, in 1963 the BIC did adopt a statement on race relations that deplored prejudice toward black Americans who had suffered the indignities of slavery and subsequent discrimination.  Since then, the BIC has worked closely with the Mennonite Church and Mennonite Central Committee to stand against racial inequality and injustice, in North America and around the world.  Bishop Perry Engle.
Church of the Nazarene General Assembly Resolution:
RESOLVED:  That the almost world-wide discrimination against racial minorities be recognized as being incompatible with the Scriptures’ proclamation that God is no respecter of persons, and furthermore with the basic principle of the Christian faith that God is the Creator of all men, and that of one blood are all men created, and furthermore is contrary to the experience and doctrine of perfect love.  That each member of the Church of the Nazarene humbly examine his personal attitudes and actions toward other races as a first step in achieving the Christian goal of full participation by all in the life of the community. 1957.
A few additional notes:

· Most of the denominations in the Holiness stream struggled with pressures in the 20th century in finding balance between their stated positions and practical application;
· The Civil Rights emphasis in mid 1900’s served as a re-orienting time for all;

· The Church of God represents the most integrated denomination with ca. 25% African American congregations;

· All denominations have a clear ethos of racial equality both abroad and in the US;

· All of these churches are also larger outside the US among races of all types.

I hope this helps you.  Let me know if I can help more.  I am happy to talk with you about it.
Kevin Mannoia
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