For Immediate Release
Holiness themes chart the course for the future.
March 29, 2007
Ontario, CA – Yesterday, March 28, seven themes for the future of holiness were unveiled at a Holiness Pastors’ Day in Ontario, CA.  The annual event was held at the Ayres Hotel and Conference Center where pastors gathered around the holiness message they all value as part of their heritage and their common commitment for the future.

“Fresh Eyes On Holiness” is a document containing seven themes that leaders will need to consider as they move forward in developing the mission of their churches in the 21st Century.  The document calls for unity and engagement that keeps in balance Scriptural principles of holy living.  The seven themes identified by the writers serve as guides that pastors and church leaders will need to consider in the coming years as they seek to keep the holiness message relevant in their congregations.  These seven themes include:



Dimensions of Holiness



Essence of Holiness



Catholicity of Holiness



Holiness and Culture



Holiness and Social Concern



Holiness and Community



Communicating Holiness

“Fresh Eyes On Holiness” (see attached) was written by participants in the annual meeting of the Wesleyan Holiness Study Project with an intentional focus upon local church pastors and church leaders.  It is founded upon the “Holiness Manifesto” – a document previous developed by the group and used broadly among church leaders as a call to center upon the renewal of Holiness in the 21st century.

Pastors at the Holiness Pastors’ Day in Southern California were given opportunity to interact with the document and to discuss specific ways they may use it to propel their ministries forward around the holiness message.  
Holiness is finding greater interest and attention among Christians of all ages and theological traditions.  At the event, a panel of young leaders discussed in contemporary terms the relevancy of holiness and the need to find new paradigms and language.

Father Al Baca, of the Catholic diocese of Orange, also spoke to the pastors concerning the Catholic Church’s understanding of holiness and its motivating influence in compassionate ministries in community.  Many pastors commented that some of their preconceptions regarding the Catholic Church may need to be adjusted.  

A similar Pastors’ Day is being planned by a Regional Network of church leaders in the Midwest.  They will be inviting their pastors to gather on September 18 in Indianapolis.

For further information, see:  www.holinessandunity.org  or email: kmannoia@apu.edu 

Fresh Eyes on Holiness:

Living Out the Holiness Manifesto

As leaders press forward in living out holiness in their ministry, the following represents themes they will need to consider carefully in future years.   We offer this as an invitation to engage together in unity around the transforming message entrusted to our care.
1. Dimensions of Holiness

Holiness has several dimensions. Within each dimension there are contrasting realities. It is important to embrace both elements of each contrast in order to experience and practice holiness in its completeness.

a. Individual and Corporate: We are called to be holy persons individually and to be a holy people corporately. The corporate aspect of holiness which is prominent in Scripture needs to be emphasized again in this time and culture.

b. Christ-centered and Holy Spirit-centered: The Holy Spirit’s work within us leads to conformity to the person of Jesus Christ. Neither should be expressed without the other. 

c. Development and End: God has an ultimate purpose for each person, which is to be like Jesus Christ. Teaching on development in the Christian life should keep the end of Christ-likeness in view.

d. Crisis and Process: A definite work of God’s grace in our hearts and our ongoing cooperation to his grace are to be equally emphasized.

e. Blessings and Suffering: Full union with Jesus Christ brings many blessings but also a sharing of his sufferings.

f. Separation and Incarnation: Holy people are in but not of the world. Holiness requires both separation and redemptive, reconciling, and restorative engagement.

g. Forms and Essence: Holiness always expresses itself in particular forms, which are the ways in which it is translated into life and action.  But the forms must not be confused with the essence of holiness itself. 

How do you balance these contrasting realities in your personal life and ministry?  Where do you see the need for greater balance?

2. Essence of Holiness

The essence of holiness is that God is holy and calls us to be a holy people.  The challenge is reflecting Jesus Christ in a relevant and contextual way that transcends social location and diversity.  Indwelled and empowered by the Holy Spirit, holy people live and love like Jesus Christ.  Walking intimately with him overflows in compassion and advocacy for those whom God loves.

How can you effectively embody holiness in the context where you are now, personally and in ministry?

3. Catholicity of Holiness

Although differences have led to fragmentation in churches, holiness invites unity.  God wants to heal—to make whole—the brokenness of people, churches, and society.  The impact of holiness goes beyond boundaries of tradition, theology, gender, ethnicity, and time to affect people and institutional structures.  The resulting healing unites all Christians in wholeness, growing up into Christ-likeness.  The message of holiness involves conversation and engagement with others.

What conversations and actions do you need to engage in to bring healing to people, churches, and society?

4. Holiness and Culture

Holiness people, while themselves influenced by culture, must convey the holiness message within multiple cultures.  Culture affects the holiness message and churches because we are socially shaped human beings.  Culture challenges us to mediate holiness in ways that are relevant and transforming without losing the integrity of the message.

How do we exegete culture and subculture in order to achieve transformation?  How might you embody the holiness message in your immediate pastoral setting?

5. Holiness and Community
Individual and corporate holiness require that faith communities pursue organizational structures, processes, and content that promote radical obedience to Jesus Christ.  Holiness does not develop in isolation from other believers and faith communities that provide spiritual support and accountability.

What communal structures, processes, and content would help promote radical obedience to Jesus Christ, personally and in ministry?

6.  Holiness and Social Concern
Social engagement is an essential incarnational expression of personal and social holiness.  It includes ministry among the poor, disenfranchised, and marginalized.  Holiness requires a response to the world’s deepest and starkest needs.  Social engagement is the continuing work of Jesus Christ in and through the church by the Holy Spirit for the world.

Since proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the poor is essential, how do you embody the continuing personal and social engagement with the disenfranchised and marginalized?

7.  Communicating Holiness

Christians live in environments of changing language.  They must communicate a holiness message in ways that are clear, relevant, and winsome.  The message of holiness often has been communicated with terms and paradigms that are not understood today.

What terms and paradigms could you use to communicate the holiness message in a compelling way?
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