
Holiness in the 21st Century
(a working title)

Before us is a new door in the Church requiring a compelling, guiding vision that 
is theologically rooted and outwardly directed on transformation that is not sectarian, not 
isolationist, not enclavish, not dogmatic, but integrative, transformational, apostolic, and 
missional.  These are characteristics of the message of scriptural Holiness which, when 
articulated well, can help churches and leaders to greater understanding, motivation, and 
unity.  It requires new terms, new constructs, new voices, new alliances, but old, very old 
principles.  This is a discussion and a call regarding the identity and mission of the 
Church for the next generation and beyond.  This is a time for those with the Wesleyan-
Holiness tradition to generously give their heritage, and confidently rise to clear 
articulation in perfect harmony with the call of God upon the Church for the coming 
decades.

The future of the Church will be much more defined by missional and theological 
streams of thought rather than institutional and structural lines.  Organizations will morph 
into networks.  Contracts will become partnerships.  Negotiated statements will become 
relationships.  In this dynamic and messy environment the clear voice of God’s call to 
Holiness can serve in unprecedented ways for unity and direction.

To that end, the Wesleyan Holiness Study Project (WHSP) was begun in Spring 
of 2004 after nearly two years of work bringing the initial groups together in commitment 
to the project.  Academic exploration by the group is to the end of serving the mission of 
the Church. Hence the commitment of denominations has secured the partnership of 
those churches with academicians in achieving the outcomes.  Commitments have been 
made by:

Board of General Superintendents – Church of the Nazarene
Board of Bishops – Free Methodist Church
National Commander – Salvation Army
Executive Director – Church of God Ministries, Anderson, IN 
Bishop – Shield of Faith 
Council of Bishops – Church of God in Christ
Moderator – Brethren in Christ
Bishop – International Pentecostal Holiness Church
President – International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
President – Christian and Missionary Alliance, Canada

Many other groups are looking for clear understanding of the Holiness message. 
This includes mainline protestant, as well as newer groups like Vineyard and Calvary 
Chapel.  Further, those in the Reformed stream of the Church express interest in dialogue 
and deeper comprehension regarding this significant movement and message that has 
affected the shape of the Church around the world.  Those in the Wesleyan Holiness 
tradition have a leadership responsibility to provide better articulation of this message, its 
influence on the history of the Church and, more importantly, its impact on shaping the 
future of the Church's global mission. 

The proposed book will provide a source of re elevating the importance of the 
Holiness message for a new century of mission in the Church.  It is intended to be a 



theologically sound cooperative description of the timeless message carried in particular 
by the churches represented in the project.  

Pastors, students, and informed lay leaders will profit greatly from this thoughtful 
call to Holiness on the part of a diverse group of authors from many denominational 
backgrounds.  In that fact there is also a clear message of unity in mission that is 
conveyed surrounding the common heritage and commitment to Holiness of life.

It is my hope that you will see this opportunity to assist church leaders with 
helpful material that meets an increasing felt need in churches from all traditions.  Thank 
you for your consideration.

Serving Him,
Kevin W. Mannoia  



Holiness in the 21st Century

Table of Contents

Foreword           Kevin W. Mannoia

Scripture:
Like No Other:  God, Community, and Calling       Jon Huntzinger

The Holiness to Which We Are Called        David 
Kendall
Tradition:

Holiness of Heart and Life         Doug Cullum
Dangers and Dilemmas

              Tim Erdel
Reason:

Integrated Streams of Holiness          Don Thorsen
Holiness: Sin’s Anticipated Cure        Diane 

LeClerc
Experience: 

Personal Holiness          Jack Hayford 
Social Holiness Jonathan Raymond

Holiness and the Five Calls of God      Howard 
Snyder Ministry in the City (unconfirmed)

           George McKinney
Preaching Holiness             James Massey

Local Church Impact Steve 
Schell
Appendices:

Descriptions of Holiness
Craig Keen, Tom Noble, Lisa Dorsey, Don Thorsen, Lynn Thrush



Authors

1. Howard Snyder   holds the PhD from the University of Notre Dame and is 
professor of History and Theology of Mission in the E. Stanley Jones School of 
World Mission and Evangelism, Asbury Seminary.

2.  Jack Hayford   is founding pastor of Church on the Way, Van Nuys, CA and 
founder of the King’s College and Seminary.  He currently serves as president of 
the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel.

3.  James E. Massey  , PhD, is Dean emeritus of the Tuskegee University Chapel. 
He is former pastor, preacher, author in the Church of God, Anderson IN. 

4. David Kendall   currently serves as a bishop in the Free Methodist Church.  He 
holds a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. 
His passion in ministry is to communicate the Scriptures as God’s Word in 
faithful and relevant ways to our world and to assist God’s people to be truly the 
church in the 21st century.

5. C. Steven Schell   currently serves as pastor at Northwest Church, Federal Way, 
WA.  He is the chair of the doctrine committee for International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel. He earned his Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry 
degrees at Fuller Theological Seminary and has taught at LIFE Pacific College in 
California.

6. Thomas A. Noble   is professor of theology and director of the MDiv program at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City and also supervises PhD research at 
Nazarene Theological College, an affiliated college of the University of 
Manchester in the U.K.   He holds degrees in Modern History and Politics and in 
Christian Dogmatics and did his own doctoral research at New College, 
Edinburgh, in the Greek Fathers.  Among his theological concerns is the 
integration of our understanding of Christian holiness with the whole range of 
Christian doctrine.

7. Lynn Thrush,   DMin, is Senior Pastor of the Gateway Community Church, a 
Brethren in Christ congregation in Chino, California.  He is an adjunct professor 
in the Practical Theology Department at Azusa Pacific University.  

8. Timothy P. Erdel  , who holds a Ph.D. in philosophy, is Associate Professor of 
Religion and Philosophy, Archivist, and Theological Librarian at Bethel College, 
Mishawaka, Indiana.  Tim spent his formative years in Ecuador and later taught 
theology for six years in Jamaica. Tim is with the Missionary Church.

9. Doug Cullum  , PhD, is professor of Historical and Pastoral Theology at 
Northeastern Seminary in Rochester, NY.  He has served as pastor in Florida and 
New York and serves on the Study Commission on Doctrine of the Free 
Methodist Church.

10. Jon Huntzinger, PhD, is professor of Bible at The Kings Seminary in Van Nuys, 
CA.  He has regularly made scholarly presentations at SBL and serves the 
Foursquare denomination through teaching and preaching.

11. Diane Leclerc,  holds the PhD from Drew Universtiy, is professor of Historical 
Theology and Homiletics at Northwest Nazarene University, Nampa, ID.  



12. Jonathan S. Raymond, is President and Vice Chancellor William and Catherine 
Booth College Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA.  He received the Ph.D. from 
University of Kentucky in Cross-cultural Social Psychology.  He is Professor of 
Integrative Studies with scholarly interest for thirty years in the integration of Social 
Psychology and Wesleyan Theology. 

13. Donald Thorsen holds degrees from Stanford, Asbury, and Princeton and the 
PhD from Drew University in Theology.  He is professor of Theology at Azusa 
Pacific University in CA. 

14. Craig Keen, PhD from Claremont Graduate University, is professor of 
Systematic Theology at Azusa Pacific University and a member of the Church of 
the Nazarene.

15. Lisa Dorsey, PhD, is co founder and pastor of the Shield of Faith church in 
Pasadena CA.


