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November 14, 2008
Blessings on your ministry.  I pray you are well and that God is uplifting your heart.  I write in the wake of our second Steering Committee meeting of the Wesleyan Holiness Consortium held on November 14, 2008 with 14 persons present.

We thank Commissioner Israel Gaither, National Commander of the Salvation Army, for hosting the Steering Committee at the National Headquarters in Alexandria, VA.  His staff was a blessing to us and his presence an encouragement.

Below is a synopsis of that meeting to keep you updated.  I also include two requests at the end regarding funding and new regional contacts.

1. We reaffirmed the stated mission established last year.
The WHC will serve the Church and world as a nurturing catalyst centering on the unifying message of holiness to empower pastors and leaders to more authentically embody their denominational heritage and boldly lead in relevant engagement in the 21st century.
2. Reports on activities of the previous year included:

a. Publication of the book “The Holiness Manifesto” for pastors and lay leaders available from Eerdmans or at www.HolinessAndUnity.org ;

b. Successful Holiness Pastors’ Days in Southern California and Indianapolis including speakers, Jim Cymbala and JoAnne Lyon with ca. 235 at each;

c. Ongoing meetings with Regional Leaders in the NY/NJ/Eastern PA area to form a new Regional Network for pastors;

d. Initiating plans for the first University/College Presidents’ Meeting in DC, January 2009 – with 20 presidents confirmed to attend;

e. Financial report including all WHC activities - Balance on hand as of 11/14/08 is $7,791.59 to cover remaining Steering Committee expenses and expenses leading to the Presidents meeting in January

3. Lengthy discussion on the general perception of our priority yielded a strong sense that there is rising interest and commitment to the Holiness message broadly and greater desire to work together for a balanced effort and articulation of this unifying message.
4. We spent 25 minutes in group prayer, listening for God’s nudge among us. 

5. Agreed on encouraging the Regional Networks to focus on the general theme of:

“Soul Care & Social Responsibility” in order to maintain balance for our pastors in understanding Holiness.

6. Agreed to begin efforts to form a new Regional Network in the Northwest.

7. Agreed to incorporate into the WHC the recent efforts of Holiness Summits which adds the dimension of local Holiness events focused on preaching and inspiration.  These are coordinated locally for local lay and clergy in nearby vicinities.  Having been initiated by Louie Bustle and Dan Schafer, two such events are completed in Circleville, OH and Colorado Springs, CO.  They are appreciative of the validation the WHC can give them in becoming more interdenominational.

8. Agreed to continue emphasis on the University/College presidents meeting and possibly encouraging them to create a national Young Leaders Forum.
9. Agreed to invite other strategic groups into the conversation including:

a. Korean Holiness

b. Friends NW

c. CCCU

d. COGIC

e. Congregational Methodist 

f. A representative of the United Methodist sympathetic to the Holiness emphasis.

10. Agreed to request each denomination to make a contribution at the same level as last year. $3750. A number of the representatives indicated this is now a permanent part of their church budget. (As we have always done, we acknowledge that smaller denominations may not be able to give at this level and respect the contribution they are able to send in support of the WHC)
11. Agreed to set the next meeting on November 13, 2009 in Kansas City at the Nazarene Headquarters.

These are very encouraging items.  

Now the two requests:
1. Would you please send me the name and contact information for your Regional Leader in the Northwest?  We’d like to initiate a Network in that area.
2. Would you consider sending the annual financial support for WHC in the amount of $3750 in the next month or two?  You can send that contribution Payable to:

Wesleyan Holiness Consortium

Attn: Fawn Imboden

PO Box 5100

Glendora, CA 91740


Thank you so much for your ongoing support and participation.  Please call me if I can help you with more information about any of these items or any other dimension of the WHC.  626-786-9631.  As we all agreed around the table, God seems to be doing a fresh work centered on Holiness and we have a responsibility to our leaders and the broader church in our ministry and work together.

Blessings on you,

Kevin

Kevin W. Mannoia, Chair

Wesleyan Holiness Consortium

www.HolinessAndUnity.org 
