Wesleyan Holiness Study Project

(WHSP)

Talking points
1.  This is not intended to be a project centered in an institution.  The desire is to work across
denominational lines with theological compatibility in the Wesleyan/Holiness tradition.
2.  It is intended to provide ecclesiastical support for a common issue, not simply relegate the
matter to an academic pursuit.  It is the denominations mentioned that have significantly
represented the influence of the Wesleyan/Holiness movement hence our desire is to see
those denominations once again assert their interest in and focus on a re-articulation of the
Wesleyan-Holiness impact on the global nature and mission of the Church.  The fastest
growing segments of the Church worldwide have roots in this tradition and our hope is that
these denominations will come together around the recognition of our collective stewardship
of this unique message that has so affected the Church and will increasingly affect the growth
of the Church.

3.  More groups are looking for clear understanding of this message.  This includes mainline, Catholic, upstart groups, as well as other evangelical churches.  We have a leadership responsibility to provide better articulation of this message, its influence on the history of the Church and more importantly its impact on the future of the Church's global mission.

4.  While it would be easy to convene scholars around this issue without the involvement of the denominational leaders, the preference is to have the churches firmly supportive by naming the scholars to work with peers from other like-minded denominations as an interdenominational effort, not simply an institutional effort.  Further, it keeps the dynamic centered in the Church, not the Academy.
5.  It is best that one academic institution is not funding the project thereby compartmentalizing it from the denominational ownership, impact, and priority.
6.  Our desire is for papers to result in a final publication.  In addition, we envision one or more popular publications that would be directed at pastors and lay leaders to further shape their understanding of our unique heritage and future responsibility.

7.  The need to place the message of our call squarely at the center of our attention is required.  For decades pastors and other leaders have made great efforts to pursue the mission by refining our methods. Eg: seeker sensitive, contemporary, relevant, post-modern, etc.  In our haste to discover the best methods, our pastors have become generic and our message has followed suit.  Our message of holy living is our mission.  Re centering it provides a compelling focus for our ministry.  Our message is our mission.
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